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      I chose to use a combination of clay and paint for my medium.  For the pottery portion of my piece I used the Native American technique of coiling.  Coiling is a versatile way of building a form from clay.  The pottery starts from coils spiraling upward one above the other, the coils are then squeezed between the fingers and thumbs; the clay is then smoothed out or textured.  The artist that works in this medium is the Native American Indian.   My grandmother, who was a member of the Abanaki tribe from North Eastern United States and Canada, was the inspiration for my project.  The Native Alaskan tribes such as the Tlingit, Athabaskan, and Aleuts inspired the painted art work.  The symbols that I chose to paint are animal totems. The totems that I used are the Orca, Salmon, and the Raven.  These totems are spiritual figures and can be found in most Native Alaskan art.  I learned to enjoy the creative process from start to finish.  I even enjoyed my seven year old son’s constructive criticism; he is after all a self proclaimed pinch pot expert.                                 

