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The Life and Works of Salvador Dali

My single favorite artist is definitely Salvador Dali.  I have admired his work for at least the last 10 years.  I chose to go to the Salvador Dali Museum since it was within driving distance of my house.  I have chosen to write this paper about Dali in general, not about the museum.  The museum was inspiring, but I feel Dali is just as interesting as his work, and to speak only of his work would leave other aspects unexplored.


Salvador Dali was a very inspirational painter and artist.  Even today, people collect, view, and discuss his art.  His work was then and still is considered very 
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Salvador Dali’s full name was Salvador Felipe Jacinto Dali I Domenech.  He was born on 11 May 1904 in a small town called Figueres in Spain.  In the early 1920’s Dali studied drawing, and then attended the San Fernando Academy of Fine Arts in Madrid.  Though he proved to be an academic genius, Dali soon demonstrated he was an outcast.  Later, Dali was expelled for refusing to take his final graduation oral exams.  When asked to deliver his speech about Raphael, Dali declared that he knew more about the subject than the examiners did, and thus refused to complete the requirements.  
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he soon became the leader of the Surrealist movement.  In 1929, he met and later married Gala Eluard.  Gala was more than just his wife, she was also his muse, business manager, and his chief inspiration.   In 1934, Dali clashed with the Surrealists and was expelled from the group during a trial.  He still exhibited works in surrealist exhibitions trough 1940, but after that, he his work was starting to lean toward a new style of painting.  The new style of painting had a preoccupation with science and religion.  At this point World War II was fast approaching, so Dali and his wife fled Europe and spent 1940-48 in the United States.  This was a very prosperous time for Dali; he got his first major showing of his works at an exhibit in 1941 in The Museum of Modern Art in New York.  This was followed in 1942 by his autobiography, The Secret Life of Salvador Dali.  As Dali moved away from Surrealism and moved more into science and religion based pieces, he began a series of 19 large canvases.  These beautiful paintings got as big as 30 feet in height and 15 feet in width.  Once he left America, Salvador Dali opened the Teatro Museo in his hometown of Figueres, Spain where he spent the remainder of his life.  His wife Gala died in 1982 and that is when Dali’s health began to deteriorate.  He spent much of the next 6 years in seclusion.  He died if heart failure in his home on 23 January 1989.
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religion in its aim and practices.  As Surrealism bled over into the art world, the Surrealists wanted an art to wonder and marvel at, not an art of reason and balance but something miraculous and mystical.  There is no dominant paining style in Surrealism.  The style that Dali used was called Veristic Surrealism.  The purpose of this style was to depict with meticulous clarity and often great detail a world of that of a dream world.

Salvador Dali is arguably the world’s best-known Surrealist artist.  To bring the images that he painted to the front of his mind, Dali would induce hallucinatory states upon himself by the process he described as paranoiac critical.  Once Dali found that inducing this state on himself fueled his surreal talent, he would do it with increased frequency.  His style matured and his works grew increasingly strange.  Between 1929 and 1937, Dali produced much of the work that he is known for today.  The art created while he was in a hallucinogenic state depicted a dream world.  It depicted a world in which everyday objects are seen from a very different point of view.  The objects are seen upside down, stretched to the point of almost unrecognizable, deformed, or otherwise morphed in a bizarre and irrational fashion.  Dali placed these objects in almost 
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in which three different limp and melting watches rest on three separate objects within the otherwise desolate landscape.


Painting with oils and watercolors are two of the hardest paints with which to use.  Regardless of which one you use, there is little or no room for error.  Oil painting is done on surfaces with pigments that are ground and mixed into a medium of oil.  The most prominent of the oils is linseed oil, although people occasionally us poppyseed oil, walnut oil, or safflower oil.  Oil painting is done in layers.  On the bottom layers, the paint is usually thinned with turpentine.  As more layers are put on, the paint has less and less thinner added, if not the final product will crack.  The artist may also choose to add cold wax, resins, and varnishes to the painting.  These additional mediums can aid the artist in adjusting the translucency of the paint, the sheen of the paint, the density of the paint, and the ability of the paint to hold or conceal the brushstroke.  Oil paint dries by oxidation, not evaporation, as is usually dry to the touch anywhere from a day to two weeks.  It is generally dry enough to be varnished in six months to a year.  Art conservators do not consider an oil painting completely dry until it is 60 to 80 years old.  Watercolor paint is made of finely ground pigment or dye mixed with gum Arabic for body, and glycerin of honey for to bond the colorant to the painting surface.  The most common way watercolor paint is applied is with a brush, although it is not all-inclusive.  The paint is thinned before application to allow for lighter areas within the paining.  This style of painting is usually reserved for upbeat or “cheerful” paintings.  Some definite benefits of watercolor painting are its lack of odor and ease of cleanup, and also how quick it dries.

Salvador Dali has had a great impact on the art community over the last century.  He redefined Surrealism as it was known in the 1920’s and 30’s, and he left behind artwork that ranges from borderline psychotic to down right inspirational.  In his later years, he devoted most of his artistic talent to religious peaces, some of which can be seem on display at the Salvador Dali Museum.  Dali was a multi talented artist that did not settle for one specialty, he had his hand in almost every facet of the art world.  Because of this, Salvador Dali has created pieces of art that are unusual, unorthodox, but most of all, they are extremely interesting to study.  Even though Dali is no longer alive, I believe he will be a trendsetter in the art world for years to come.
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unorthodox. Dali is probably best known for his paintings of drooping or sagging clocks.  His paintings invite much debate about what he was thinking and trying to portray in his pieces.  As an artist, Dali worked with many forms of media, leaving behind oils, watercolors, drawings, graphics, scriptures, films, photographs, performance pieces, jewels, and objects of all descriptions.  A majority of his work were painted with oils and watercolors, which are considered the most difficult to master.
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Surrealism had more influence on twentieth century art than any other movement.  It began as a literary movement, involving a special philosophy and a lifestyle for its members and has been compared to 
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He first became known to the art community in 1928 when three of his paintings where shown in the third annual Carnegie International Exhibition.  The following year, Dali held his first one-man show in Paris.  Soon after his one-man show, he joined the Surrealists, where
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painstakingly realistic detail and usually placed within baron stripped wastelands.  Probably one of the best known of the enigmatic images is “The Persistance of Memory” (1932),
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