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Introduction
     On August 19, 2006, I visited the Frist Museum center for the visual arts in Nashville, Tennessee. The exhibits that I viewed and studied dealt with “Ancient Egypt: The Quest for Immortality”. The artifacts were from different time periods. The main exhibit was about Thutmose III that ruled between 1479-25 B.C. There are three areas of the exhibit which we will consider during the course of this paper. First, hieroglyphs played an important part in the development of the Egyptian culture. Second, burial rituals were very symbolic, and they were practiced to assist the deceased in the after life. This brings us to our third point. The afterlife was viewed very important by the Egyptians because so much time and energy was given to it. All these factors contributed to the development of the Egyptian art culture, and by considering them it will give the viewer/reader a better appreciation of it.
Hieroglyphs
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(Fig. 1)
     “Egyptian hieroglyphs are a writing system used by the Ancient Egyptian that contained a combination of logographic, alphabetic, and ideographic elements.” (Wikipedia, 2006) This was not the only writing style but a dominate one. The exhibits were inundated with this form of writing which was to be expected for the time period. Hieroglyphs are found in all areas of the Egyptian culture. For example, they are found as monument markers, in funeral chambers, and on furniture. Thutmose III burial chamber had several artifacts that contained Egyptian writing. For instance, a statue of his butler, Nefer-peret, was found holding a stela (a stone tablet) with instructions to assist the king in the after life. Hieroglyphs can be drawings and carvings. Different media can be used to produce them like stone, wood, or metal (Fig. 1).  The stone example (Fig. 1) allows us to see the art work of the ancient civilization. We can see the bull’s head, a snake, and a hawk. The hawk is usually identified as a symbol of protection.  The use of lines and curves dominates in this form of writing. Hieroglyphs are found on sarcophaguses. This was also done to assist the deceased in the after life. For example, a lotus flower was a symbol of life, and the scarab (dung beetle) represented regeneration. I found these symbols through out the museum exhibits especially on items that dealt with burial rituals. This brings us to our next topic burial rituals of the Egyptians.

Burial Rituals
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(Fig. 2, Scala Publishers Ltd)

     The ancient Egyptians had a very unfaltering belief in the afterlife. They developed techniques that aided in preserving the bodies of the dead. They did this because of their conviction that the body and spirit was rejoined after death. The exhibit had three mummies. These were a girl, a dog, and a cat. The embalming process was interesting to learn. The body was prepared by washing it with wine and water from the Nile River then a cut was made in the left side of the body. The internal organs were removed and dried out. They were placed into canopic jars. Four gods are represented atop of the containers (Fig. 2). These four gods were the sons of the god Horus. The falcon was Qebehsenuef. He protected the intestines. The jackal was Duamutef. This god protected the stomach. The baboon represented Hapy. He guarded the lungs. The human head represented the god Imsety. He guarded the liver. When the bodies of the dead were prepared, they were wrapped in linen. The body was placed in a coffin then in a sarcophagus (Fig. 3). This aided in the protection of the body from animals and the environment. Of course, this 
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(Fig. 3, Wikpedia, 2006)

process was available if one could afford it. The lid of one coffin I viewed was painted on the inside with a picture of Osiris (god of the underworld). His face and hands were painted green. The color green is symbolic of life. The outer surface of the coffin was adorned artistically with detailed images that dealt with the afterlife. One image was a man with a head of a jackal. This represented the god of the dead, Anubis. Another example, the image of Nut, sky goddess, was also on the outer lid of the coffin. She was characterized by a female head on a bird body. Her wing span covered about an area of eighteen inches across and eight inches high. The wings were done in a cool color of blue. This was a detailed art work. These are only a few aspects of the burial rituals of ancient Egypt. 
The Afterlife

     The Egyptian’s belief in the afterlife was very symbolic. They had symbols for every thing. They were employed to protect and guide the dead on their journey through the underworld. These signs were very artistic in nature. For example, the ankh was a cross shaped item with an enclosed circle atop it. The eye of Horus was used for protection. This was one eye with distinct markings. After cutting into the side of the body a plaque with the eye of Horus was placed over the incision. This was used for protection of the dead. The scarab beetle represented Ra (sun god) because it was believed that it was 
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(Fig. 5, Scala Publishers Ltd)
capable of spontaneous creation (Fig. 5). In the figure, a person can see the lines on the beetle’s back, and the barbs on it legs. The use of color adds to the sculpture. It adds to the realism of the piece. The exhibit had a replica of Thutmose III burial tomb. This was very interesting because it depicted what went on during the twelve hours of night. The god Ra was believed to take this journey every night. The scenes had Ra on a boat through out the journey. This had reference to the Nile River. The river was represented as diagonal lines underneath the boat. The majority of the characters were stick figures with heads of animals and humans. The ceiling had a green diamond pattern motif. As stated earlier, the color green is associated with life. These are only a few symbolic items that I viewed which caught my attention. I hope I have sparked a little interest and caused a desire on the part of the reader to further investigate the subject.
Conclusion
     My visit to the Frist Museum center for the visual arts in Nashville, Tennessee was very beneficial in my understanding and appreciation of the Egyptian culture. The main exhibit dealt with Thutmose III’s reign. It was filled with artifacts from different periods of Egyptian history. We have studied hieroglyphs, and how they played an important part in shaping Egyptian society. Burial rites were examined that allowed us to gain some insight into the Egyptian mind. We also considered the afterlife, and some of the symbols that were employed to help the deceased in the underworld. In short, I would recommend the “Egypt: The Quest for Immortality” to anyone who wants to learn more about Egyptian culture. 
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Appendix A
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