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William Morris:  MYTH, OBJECT, AND THE ANIMAL

Not being one of artistic nature nor possessing a creative bone in my body, I decided to search the surrounding museums in hopes of finding an exhibit worth writing about.  It was on a visit to my third different museum in which I found one of the most awe-inspiring exhibits.  Not since Hero’s Square located in Budapest, Hungary where I was standing amongst the fallen warriors of the past wars have I been so intrigued by a single art exhibit.  William Morris’ Myth, Object, and the Animal exhibit at the Columbus, Georgia museum were simply breathtaking.


The Columbus Museum located in the southeast portion of Georgia, is the second largest museum in the state.  Home to fifteen permanent collections as well as several traveling exhibitions, the Columbus Museum houses some of the finest exhibits of American and Regional art.  One of the traveling exhibitions was William Morris’ Myth, Object, and the Animal.  Morris’ Myth, Object, and the Animal, was on display from April 9, 2006 thru August 20, 2006.            
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William Morris was born in Carmel, California in 1957.  Today William Morris is “Considered to be one of the most gifted and daring young glass artists in America Today.”  (Columbus Museum, Family Guide 1-14)  Morris first worked as a master glassblower under Dale Chihuly during the early 1980’s at the Pilchuck Glass School in Seattle prior to opening his own studio.  Morris turns molten glass into the most mind blowing and daring works of art which primarily focus on unearthed artifacts, animals, and ancestral people.  Inspired by his love for archaeology and ancient civilizations, William Morris brought Myth, Object, and the Animal to the Columbus Museum.

William Morris’ exhibit is broken into three separate displays, Myth, Object, and the Animal.  Myth defined by Merriam-Webster online dictionary is “a usually traditional story of ostensibly historical events that serves to unfold part of the world view of a people or explain a practice, belief, or natural phenomenon.”  (Merriam-Webster Online Dictionary)  William Morris brings Myth to light when he unveiled Cache as part of the Myth, Object, and the Animal exhibit.  Cache is a glass, wood and metal exhibit that looks like a pile of junk to the naked untrained eye.  The exhibit measures thirty-six feet in length and is displayed by Morris as his Myth.  Through Cache, Morris is able to tell the story of how people, animals, and nature lived together in past civilizations.
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The Object portion of Morris’ exhibit also known as the Artifact Panel was breathtaking.  The Artifact Panel covered an entire wall of the exhibit room and contained nearly four hundred objects all created using the art of glass blowing.  In the Artifact Panel, Morris explores civilizations of the past and brings the objects used by the past civilizations to life.  The color and the amazing detail of the artifacts is simple overwhelming.  The Artifact Panel shows various trinkets, weapons, and tools used by ancient civilizations, bringing them to life for viewing in today’s modern world.  
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The Animal Portion of William Morris’ exhibit can be traced back nearly 15,000 years.  Everyone has seen examples of the most primitive forms of drawing utilizing animals and dating as far back as the early “caveman”.  Cave drawings often used pictures of animals interacting with man.  Morris’ Trophy Panel, consists of eleven gazelle skulls decorated with antlers and ritual markings.  Morris uses the animal to show the interaction of man and animal from past civilizations.


One of the most intriguing and visual stimulating aspects of William Morris’ Myth, Object, and the Animal exhibit was the incorporation of a twenty-nine minute documentary film.  In the film, the viewer is privy to Morris working in his studio on an art piece, demonstrating the process of glass blowing from start to finish.  The exciting part of the film was that upon completion of watching Morris create this beautiful work of art, the viewer could then turn to there rear and see it up close.  The same piece that was created by Morris on the documentary film was sitting directly behind the viewing seats.  To see a work of art take shape on the television in front of you and then see it up close was incredible.
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Before the process of glass blowing is examined, one must trace the art of glass blowing.  Glass is made up of natural materials, consisting mainly of sand and crushed stone.  In order to turn these materials in glass, they first must be heated to 3000 degrees Fahrenheit.  The history of glass blowing can be traced as far back as the first century B.C.E.  Originating in Mesopotamia, the craft of glass blowing quickly moved through the Middle East and into the European theatre.  (SAYRE 306-307)  At first, glass blowing was not seen as an art but seen more as functional.  It is obvious today however, that William Morris’ Myth, Object, and the Animal are truly an incredible work of art.



So, how does William Morris bring seemingly useless globs of molten glass to life?  First, Morris dips a long open-ended pipe into a bowl of liquid molten glass.  The glass is then blown up like a balloon by blowing through the open end of the pipe.  While the glass is still hot, the glass is shaped and formed into the desired sculpture, a very tedious process that requires continual heating a precision cutting.  Lastly, Morris will sprinkle powdered glass and mineral on the outside of the pieces in order to add color and texture.

Trips to the museum are few and far between for me but on that day, I consider myself vary lucky to have been given the opportunity to see William Morris’ Myth, Object, and the Animal exhibit.  Morris truly has captured the relationship between man and his surroundings in the civilizations of the past.  Morris’ exhibit was amazing and solidifies glass blowing as a form of art.
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