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As a result of the Colorado Springs Main Art Center currently under construction for remodeling, I chose to visit the Colorado Springs Fine Arts Center where the works of Dale Chihuly were being exhibited. This is my first museum encounter so I didn’t know what to expect or if there were any requirements of myself. I was concerned about things such as dress attire as well as my lack of knowledge in the art arena. After arriving to the establishment I felt at ease since the facility was not overly crowded with people. Upon arrival, all the terms mentioned in our text began roaming through my mind. I remained silent, as I did not want to embarrass myself by improperly using terms or making inappropriate comments.

The facility was open and not cluttered, presenting an organized and structured appearance. All employees dressed in the same colors with choice of individual style while aiding in proving a professional and courteous atmosphere. The furniture was very modern, but not too elegant. The tables and bar were made of a black marble accompanied with black leather chairs of a fashionable design. The floors were made of wood grain possessing a high shine. 

The walls were a bright color, tan or beige, and displayed work from the artists John Waters, Andy Warhol, Blake Boyd, and Anderson & Low. These works consisted of oil paintings, statues, water coloring, and silk-screen art. Poster prints of original oil paintings were available for purchase. While viewing these works I made every attempt to grasp the message each artist was trying to send, but drew a blank at each attempt.

After a short period of time I built up enough courage to take on the art challenge. 

The facility is divided into two sections. On one side there’s bistro consisting of a bar, lobby area, and large screen for viewing, where I watched a documentary on Dale Chihuly. The presentation showed how he created his works of glass art. 

Dale is a native of Tacoma, Washington and is considered a glass sculptor. He earned his Master’s of Fine Arts in Sculpture at Rhode Island School of Design, where he later assisted in establishing the school’s glass program. He states he has been fascinated with glass since 1962. What he enjoys most is that the imagination is the only limit as to how glass can be displayed. He enjoys working with the material because of its flexibility and durability. 

During the video presentation, Dale mentioned that he goes into each project with an open with absolutely no idea of what the final product will look like. This allows his creative skills to take control and create an authentic piece of art. Dale takes every effort to prevent his work from mirroring one another. To add to his creative abilities Dale also produces drawings and paintings.

Throughout his documentary I observed how most of his work took place in a factory where extreme heat existed exposing safety hazards. However, appropriate measures were emplaced to ensure the safety all persons participating. The greatest challenge seemed to be the handling of each item during the forming process. In most cases, he only enlarged the item by blowing into a pipe-like device causing the material to expand and allowing it to cool in its natural form, extreme caution was taken to prevent injuries. In circumstances where the desired design could not be obtained the product was merely returned to the heating device providing another opportunity to achieve desired preference. Once the desired touches were achieved, the item is placed into a volt or safe like storage area to prevent tampering and providing security.

Dale stated he enjoys working with various materials. In the film he stacked blocks of ice and observed how each took on its own characteristics during the melting process. He enjoyed watching the ice because he felt the ice’s reaction to the sun and air was totally unpredictable. Each group of ice formed it’s own unique figure during the melting process. After a few days the materials began to weaken resulting to each eventually collapsing.

In addition to glass art, Dale has also been blessed with the abilities of drawing and painting. His various types of work were on display at the Fine Arts Center of Colorado Springs, Colorado. While I was unable to relate to his painting and drawing expressions I did take interest in one of works.

The work that grabbed my attention was Dale’s work of glass entitled Octopus Entwined Putto on Gilded Blue Vessel. The entire work was of glass and presented several details. Unlike most of his other works, this particular project projected specifics in each of the items within it’s content. Additionally, I couldn’t help but notice the dollar figure of $50K for this item. I can only assume the dollar figure indicated the sales price. I can’t imagine being paid that amount of money for a single item I enjoyed producing.

Since cameras and videos were not allowed in the facility I have enclosed a copy of the image obtained from the Internet. My perception of the blue semi-round material represents the earth, which is predominately, embodied with water. The octopus represents that which is natural and cannot be created by man. The human figure represents the stage at which all human life begins. As I view this work I think of a person being imprisoned while and at the same time embraced and protected by God’s natural creations here on earth. While we as humans interfere with the things Mother Nature has created using them for our own personal profitable purposes, these same natural resources protect us and provide us the necessary instruments we need to survive here on earth.

The thing that surprised me the most about my visit was the fact that nearly each and every item had flaws. I expected each item to be perfect; after consideration, I came to the conclusion that these items were not perfect to indicate the work of human beings. I have established a greater curiosity in art and plan to visit another facility in the near future that exhibits works of art in matters that I can relate to.

