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As a career Soldier and Infantryman, I chose to visit the National Infantry Museum, located at Ft. Benning, GA.  I have been stationed at Ft. Benning off and on for 4 and a half years and never visited the National Infantry Museum. I have to admit I was very impressed with the history preserved in the National Infantry Museum. There is over 200 years of infantry history housed in the museum. There are approximately 1,500 firearms ranging from a 16th century Spanish cannon, and an early Japanese matchlock musket to the Gatling Gun and the nation's smallest atomic weapon, the Davy Crockett. 

Henry Lewis Benning (Fort Benning was named after him), saw careers as a soldier, attorney, politician, and Justice of the Georgia Supreme Court.  At the age of 39, just two years after his failed attempt to win a seat in  Congress, he was elected associate justice of the Georgia Supreme Court, and was the youngest man to hold that position. Fort Benning is known as the "Home of the Infantry.” It is here that the famed United States Army Infantry School was established and through the years gradually emerged as the prominent Infantry Center in the modern world. Fort Benning and the Infantry School are so intertwined that it is impossible to piece together the history of Fort Benning without documenting the progress of the school. The Civil War provided a bleak outlook for the training status of our Infantry forces. Neither the Union forces nor the Confederate forces were able to muster well trained soldiers ready to execute basic infantry type missions. Battles like Shiloh, Fredericksburg and Gettysburg reflected not only the lack of training and leadership. The search for a permanent location for the camp settled on a plantation site south of Columbus owned by Mr. Arthur Bussey. The Bussey land was  the kind of terrain considered ideal for training Infantrymen. The plantation would serve as the base of the camp, and the large frame house, known as Riverside, would serve as quarters for a long line of commanders. Infantry soldiers of all ranks have shared the experience of learning the art of soldiering at the Home of the Infantry. They also share the lineage, heritage and pride that have evolved over the years to make our infantrymen the best trained soldiers in the world. 


There were so many different exhibits to choose from, it was difficult to choose just one. The exhibits were arranged by era/conflict dating all the way back to the Revolutionary War. Ultimately I chose the Vietnam Conflict Exhibit. My reasons were several: my father served with the 1st Cavalry Division which was one of the most decorated units during the Vietnam Conflict. 





I spent several hours walking 

around the Vietnam Exhibits and all of the historical pieces are fascinating, and surely there is a story that goes along with each piece. There was one particular item that captured my imagination more than the others and got me thinking about what it must have been like 40 years ago to be a Viet-Cong foot soldier.
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There are several fascinating items in this one particular display case, for various reasons I chose to focus on a couple of the items. The rubber sandals (I know there tough to see), were seized from soldiers of the 322d N. Vietnamese Army on 23 July 1967 in S. Vietnam. I remember my father showing me a similar pair and what is interesting is that the sandals are made from tires. They became known to the American soldiers serving in Vietnam as "Ho Chi Minh" sandals. These "pajamas" became the most noticeable dress of the VC soldiers in the war in Vietnam. They were the traditional peasant dress of the area. The mannequin is also equipped with two stick grenades and an entrenching tool.  Lastly, I looked for quite some time at the Viet Cong pistol. The pistol was manufactured in a jungle workshop. These pistols were crude but deadly. According to the curator of the museum that I spoke to they were almost as dangerous to the person firing the weapon as the U.S. Soldier on the other end.


All in all it was an awesome experience. For me it is always moving to be around history, especially something that I know that my father lived through and shaped his life in more ways than one. My father often speaks of his experience and went on to serve another 23 years in the Army as a career Army Intelligence Officer he was able to pass on many things to me. One of the things that I know to be true is the fact that Vietnam Conflict, even to this day remains a controversial topic for many Americans who lived through that time period. No matter what side of the issue you fall on there were still tens of thousands of young men and women who sacrificed themselves for this country. 
One of the other things that I took away from this experience is the notion that museums are a link to our past and they should be supported and preserved at all cost.  Thanks for kick in the pants to make me go, its something I should have done a long time ago.
