PAGE  
3
                                                                                                         Museum Experience

My Museum Experience


Carlton T. Shaw

February, 19, 2006

Visual Art (06T3)

                              I am currently attending a Basic Non-Commissioned Officer Course at Ft Lee, VA and one of the requirements for graduation is to attend the U.S. Army Quartermaster Museum at Ft Lee. When the class first arrived at the museum we received an hour and a half block of instruction from a knowledgeable woman named Betty Bishop on the history of logistics in the army and why logistics is so important. Once we completed the block of instruction, we were allowed to view the museum and everything it had to offer. While touring the museum I was able to observe things such as:

a) Military uniforms dating back to 1775;
b) The original model for the tomb of the unknown soldiers;
c) How the army lived and were fed throughout the country’s history;
d) Military weapons dating back to the early 1700’s and;
e) Examples of how wars are won due to the Quartermaster Branch.
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As I was leaving the Museum I noticed a painting by Don Stivers that would be great to do my report on because I am a huge fan of paintings that embody Buffalo Soldiers. The name of this meticulous painting is called Proud to Serve and underneath the painting it stated the following, “With hand-me-down equipment, and worn out horse-flesh, he rode and fought in places no one thought soldiers could ever go. Buffalo Soldiers battled and defeated the Apaches, Kiowas, Commanches, Cheyenne, Mexicans and Mescateros”. 
[image: image2.jpg]



Art is meant to provoke emotions and thoughts; this work of art did just that. For example: 

a) It made me feel proud to be an Afro-American soldier;
b)  It made me wonder what exactly was going through the soldiers mind as he walked into battle; 
c) It made me question why he was fighting for our country although he was looked at as less of a man and;
d) It showed me that hard work and dedication pays off. 
I was truly touched by the painting.  Even though the painting is a print, (any one of the multiple impressions made from a master image) it still is captivating and engulfs viewers as if it where the original oil painting.  This painting left such an impression on me, I decided to do some research on Don Stiver’s history and his other paintings.
                             Don Strivers is famous in the military community for being a contemporary military artist. His creative abilities date back to his child hood, where he would copy drawings from newspapers and comic books. After serving two years in the United States Navy, he decided to refine his artistic skills by enrolling in the California College of Arts and Crafts. Upon completion of school he immediately began illustrating covers for magazines such as Readers Digest, Field and Stream, Time Magazine, and numerous amounts of books.  As a side job, federal judges and generals in the Armed Forces would pay him to do personal portraits and from time to time he would do family portraits. In 1984 after attending an American History class, Don Stivers decided to devote his career to military art. With the use of professional historians he began using past wars such as the Civil War, World War I & II, and most recently the War in Iraq as the basis of his work.
[image: image3.jpg]



Some of Don Stivers most famous art works include:

a) Supporting Victory (1994) which is a painting of Abraham Lincoln visiting City Point, Virginia during the Civil War;
b) An Act of Compassion (1996) which is a painting of a soldier during the Civil War providing aid to his enemy;
c) Cold Steel (2000) which is a painting of an Army Captain leading his company on an assault of Hill 180, during the Korean War;
d) The Redoubtable Sergeant (1997) which is a painting of the buffalo soldiers during the battle of Kickappo Springs;
e) Passing Through (1995) which is a painting of the confederate soldiers passing a home in Gettysburg.

f) Home at Last (2001) which is a painting of a proud family greeting their father/husband  after he returned from war and;
g) The Promise (1996) which is a painting of a Buffalo Soldier holding his wife in his arms before he leaves for war. 
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Stivers representation throughout the military has led to his paintings being commissioned by “The U.S. Command & General Staff College, the Army War College, the 2nd, 3rd, 6th, and 11th Armored Cavalry regiments, the 5th Corps Artillery, the 1st and 4th Infantry Divisions, and the Industrial College of the Armed Forces” (http://www.donstivers.com/profile.html) His paintings can also be found in the Pentagon, the Army War college, West Point, various military museums, and in homes across the country. 
                             In conclusion, art can be a powerful expression of the author’s ideas, points of view, influences, and personal feelings that reflect society as a whole. The paintings that I used in this paper represent a passion that a particular artist had towards history and the military. Don Stiver’s devotion towards his passion has given him national attention not only in the military community but also in the art community.  His painting are real, they capture every aspect of war from the pain and struggle to the victory. I also appreciate how he depicts the families that are affected by war in his paintings. After viewing a number of Stiver’s paintings, I have grown to admire his artistic eye as well as his technique used in his paintings. I believe that Don Stivers is a talented artist and I would recommend his art work to anyone that was looking for military related paintings. 
